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Township of Gillies 

R.R. #1 1092 HWY. 595 Kakabeka Falls ON  P0T 1W0 
Phone:  (807) 475-3185   Fax:  (807)473-0767 

Email: gillies@tbaytel.net       Website:  www.gill iestownship.ca 
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Spring is when you feel  
like whistling, even 

with a shoe full of slush. 
 

~Doug Larson~ 
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COUNCIL  

 
Upcoming meetings of Council are as follows: 

 
April 14 & 27, 2009 
May 11 & 25, 2009 
June 8 & 22, 2009 

 
All meetings are held at the Municipal Office beginning at 7 PM. 

 
The Municipal Office will be closed on the following holidays: 

 
April10th – Good Friday  

April13th - Easter Monday 
May 18th – Victoria Day  

 
NEW REEVE AND COUNCILLOR FOR GILLIES  

 
Due to work commitments and with regret, John Vanlenthe has resigned from the Office of Reeve.  
As a result of this vacancy, Council appointed Rick Kieri as Reeve.  Rick has served on council as 
a council member since 2006 and has been serving in the capacity of Deputy Reeve since the 
beginning of 2008.   
 
Rudy Buitenhuis has been appointed to fill the vacant councillor office left by the appointment of 
Rick to the Office of Reeve.  Rudy began his political municipal career in 1995, serving as Reeve 
for the Township of Gillies for 12 years (4 consecutive terms) until his retirement from municipal 
politics in 2006.  Welcome back Rudy!  
 

BUDGET 2009 
 

Council will begin budget deliberations staring in April.  If you have an interest in municipal 
expenditures for the upcoming year, please plan to attend the council meetings in April and May. 
 



INTERIM TAX BILLS  
 
Interim tax bills were mailed out on March 2, 2009.  If you did not receive your bill, please contact 
the Municipal Office. 
 
If your property taxes are paid through your mortgage, you will receive a copy of the final tax bill in 
July 2009, for your records, so that you are aware of the amount of property tax being paid. 
����
Interim tax payments are due March 31, 2009.  Payments can be made in the following ways: 
 

·  in person at the Municipal Office (located in Whitefish Valley School) with cash, or cheque 
or money order payable to the Township of Gillies; 

·  by mail with a cheque or money order; 
·  posted dated cheques are welcome; 
·  internet or telephone banking through your bank branch.  Contact your bank branch or the 

Municipal Office for further information on electronic payments. 
·  Sorry, debit and credit cards are not accepted. 

 
Did you know that the Municipal Office accepts partial payment for property taxes?  If your financial 
situation is such that you cannot pay the entire balance by the due date, partial payments made 
throughout the year will reduce the amount of penalty and interest you are being charged and 
make the payment of your property taxes more manageable.  Contact the Clerk-Treasurer at  
475-3185 or gillies@tbaytel.net  to help you set up a payment plan. 
 
If you require a receipt for your tax payment: 
 

·  If paying in person or by mail, return the stub with your payment with “Receipt Required” 
written on the stub. 

 
·  If paying using electronic banking, receipts will be issued for full payments only.  If you 

require a receipt for any partial payments, please contact the Municipal Office.  This policy is 
in place to save on postage and paper costs.����

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE FIRE CHIEF  
 
A reminder that Burning Permits are required from April 1st to October 31st for all outdoor burning.  
Seasonal permits are available for incinerators, with all other permits being valid for 7 days.  
Permits are available free of charge at the Municipal Office and Green Acre Variety. 
 

 

 
�  Stay in the kitchen when cooking – especially if using oil or high 
temperatures. 
�  Keep a proper-fitting lid near the stove when cooking.  If a pot 
catches fire, slide the lid over the pot and turn off the stove.  Do 
not move the pan. 
�  Keep combustible items such as cooking utensils, dishcloths, 
paper towels and pot holders a safe distance from the stove. 
�  Keep children away from the stove.  Make sure electrical cords 
are not dangling from countertops, where they could be pulled 
over by small children. 
�  Cool a burn by running cool water over the wound for 3 to 5 
minutes.  If the burn is severe, seek medical attention. 
�  Wear tight-fitting or rolled up sleeves when using the stove.  
Loose clothing can easily catch on fire. 



POP CAN RECYCLING 
 
You have options when you recycle your pop cans – they can be deposited at the recycling depot 
or given to charity.  Many charities collect pop cans as a revenue source.  The Rural Food Bank 
has a container set up at Green Acre Variety (corner of Hwy. 588 and 595).  Other charities have 
pop can depots set up at various locations around Thunder Bay.  So, by giving your pop cans to 
charity, you are not only recycling and protecting the environment, you are also helping out a 
charity. 
 
LAKEHEAD REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY  
 
The Lakehead Conservation Foundation Garden Party and Plant Sale will be held at the 
Conservation Authority office on Saturday June 6, 2009.  Donations of shrubs and other plants are 
greatly appreciated.  Consider planting a few extra seeds for us when starting your plants indoors 
this spring.   
 
Volunteers are required to supervise Activity Centres at the 2009 Lakehead Children’s Water 
Festival to be held September 22 - 24 at the CLE Heritage Building.  Training is provided.  This 
would be an ideal project for a high school science class, 4H Group or anyone with free time 
during the day or evening.  Call the LRCA Community Relations Officer at 344-5857 for more 
information. 
 
The Lakehead Region Conservation Authority reminds property owners to contact them if planning 
to work around or build near wetlands or waterways.  A permit may be required.   
 
Do you visit our Conservation Areas on a regular basis?  Consider purchasing a 2009 Explorer 
Card for $30.00.  The annual pass is available at the LRCA Office at 130 Conservation Road in 
Thunder Bay.   
 
Visit the LRCA website: www.lakeheadca.com or call 344-5857 for information on all our programs 
and services. 
 
DOG PROBLEMS 
  
Living in the country presents a wonderful opportunity to own a dog, but as a dog owner it is your 
responsibility to ensure that your dog does not leave your property or bark unnecessarily.  If you 
find a stray or roaming dog in the township, please contact Larry Garbutt, Dog By-law Enforcement 
Officer, at 473-9038.  If your dog is caught running at large, it will be impounded at the Animal 
Service Centre in Thunder Bay and you will need to pay a fee to have the dog released. 
 
If you are having a problem with your neighbour’s dog(s) barking, we please request that you 
discuss the situation with your neighbour to work out a solution.  There are currently no laws that 
allow the Township or the OPP to control barking dogs.   
 
However, if you are bitten or attacked by a dog, please call the OPP. 
 
COMMUNITY SPORTS NIGHT ANOTHER SUCCESS 
 
Community sports night is an event that allows students in grades 6 to10 an opportunity to be 
active and have fun.  This year, the program started in mid-January and will run until approximately 
mid-April on Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 PM.  The event usually sees the participation of an 
average of over 15 students an evening.  The participation fee of $1 per student per evening is 



collected for donation to the Rural Cupboard Food Bank.  So far this year, $127 has been collected 
for the food bank.   
 
Thank you to all students who participated and to David Smelow for organizing and supervising the 
activities.  A special thank you to Mr. Mayer, principal of Whitefish Valley School for allowing the 
use of school gymnasium. 
 
PROMOTING GILLIES TOWNSHIP 
 
If you are selling your home privately or through a real estate broker, please ensure that you or 
your broker has copies of the brochure entitled “Welcome to Gillies Township”.  This brochure 
offers advice for living in the country and describes what the Township and surrounding area has 
to offer.  It just may help you sell your home! Copies are available at the Municipal Office. 
 
211 SYSTEM 

Obtaining vital information and services by telephone is a frustrating experience for many people, 
however, 211 is working to ease the confusion.  Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, one 
free, confidential call to 211 will connect residents to a full range of non-emergency community, 
social, health and government services.  The 211 Canada Telephone Service will connect people 
to the services they need.  Calls are answered by trained, multilingual referral staff, who will assess 
the caller's needs, determine the appropriate support, and link them to the best available 
information and services.  

A user-friendly version of the comprehensive and continually updated 211 database is available via 
the Internet at www.211ontarionorth.ca. 

People are able to call 211 to find information about:  

·  Home care support for an aging parent; 
·  Post-natal care or daycare programs;  
·  Housing services;  
·  Social, recreational or volunteer opportunities;  
·  Language training and employment resources;  
·  Programs for people with disabilities;  
·  Health and counselling services; and 
·  Educational opportunities.  

“IT” PERSON NEEDED  

Would you, or someone who you know that lives in the local rural area and owns their own IT 
Business, be willing to assist the Gillies Administrative Department with any technical computer 
and IT problems that staff may have?  Please forward your interest to the attention of the Clerk-
Treasurer prior to April 30, 2009. 

REMINDER FROM THE CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL  
 
Under the Building Code Act, permits are required for any building or additions that are over 108 
square feet.  This includes decks and covered porches.  Please contact the CBO, Cheryl Maki at 
626-9561, the Municipal Office or the Municipal Website for further information.   

 



MESSAGE FROM THE ROADS DEPARTMENT  
 
With the Spring season here and warm weather ahead, please be aware of pedestrians and 
cyclists, especially children, who are sharing the road. 

 
WASTE DISPOSAL SITE   
   
It has been noted that not all residents are trying to recycle.  Have you ever said…I don’t have time 
to recycle!?  Really, recycling doesn’t take much effort.  It’s as easy as… 
 

Cardboard/Paper  
Newspapers, flyers, junk mail, magazines, soft cover 
books, fine paper, paper egg cartons, box board (i.e. 
cereal boxes) 

Containers 
(no plastic shopping bags) 

Pop cans, milk cartons, juice boxes, metal cans, 
plastic #1 & #2 bottles (only plastics with a neck, i.e. 
pop bottles, water bottles, shampoo bottles, dish 
soap bottles) 

 
With only having to separate your waste into three piles: (1) cardboard/paper; (2) containers; and 
(3) garbage, recycling couldn’t be easier.  Just set up some boxes or containers at home to put 
your recycling in and when full, bring them on Dump Day to empty them into the Blue Recycling 
Bins at the Collection Centre.  There – was that so hard! 
 
The Gillies Landfill Site also has a place to place scrap metal and electronics.  The scrap metal is 
already collected for recycling and coming soon – an e-waste recycling program for electronics. 
 
Please be aware, that if you are depositing computers, or any device with memory capability, in the 
electronics pile to be recycled, it is recommended that you remove and destroy the hard drive.  
Simply erasing the information from the hard drive does not remove everything; there is technology 
out there that enables individuals to remove information from discarded hard drives.  For your own 
protection against possible theft of your personal information, REMOVE and DESTROY the hard 
drive of unwanted computers.   
 
A welcome to Hendrik Vanderkuilen as the Casual Waste Site Attendant.  
 
John and Hendrik are pleased to assist you with any recycling questions. 
 
�
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Reminder:   Starting May 6th and running until September 9th, the Landfill Site will be open on 
Wednesdays  from 6 PM to 8 PM, in addition to Saturdays from 11 AM to 5 PM.  Please note the 
earlier start and end time for the Wednesday hours to account for the loss of daylight later in the 
summer.  Also, the Landfill Site will be closed on Canada Day – Wednesday July 1st. 

LANDFILL HOURS 

SATURDAY 11 AM TO 5 PM (year round)           WEDNESDAY 6 PM TO 8 PM (May 6th to Sept 9th, 2009) 

The Landfill Site will be closed on Wednesday, July  1, 2009 for the observance of Canada Day. 



  
 
Both branches offer free library services 
to residents of Gillies Township. 
   www.olsn.ca/oplibrary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advertise your business, event or happy ad in the 
next issue of Gillies Community News. 
 
Rates:    Ads are due by  
Full Page:  $30  May 20, 2009 and 
Half Page:  $20  can be in print or 
Quarter Page:  $15  electronic format. 
Business Card:  $5 
Classified:  $3 
Announcement:  $1.50 
 

 

 
    

Watch for the next issue of 
Gillies Community News in your mailbox the 

beginning of June.  
 
 

 
 

Murillo Branch  

1 Baxendale Road 
Murillo Village  

Tel: (807)935-2729 

Hours 

• Tuesday 
6 - 8 
p.m. 

• 
Wednesday 

10 - 5 
p.m. 
& 6 - 
8 p.m. 

• Thursday 
6 - 8 
p.m. 

• Friday 
1 - 5 
p.m. 

• Saturday 
1 - 3 
p.m. 

Rosslyn Branch 
Rosslyn Road & 

Hgwy. 130 
Rosslyn Village 

Tel: (807)939-2312 

Hours: 

• Tuesday 

1 - 5 
p.m. & 
6 - 8 
p.m. 

• 
Thursday 

1 - 5 
p.m. & 
6 - 8 
p.m. 

• 
Saturday 

10 a.m. 
- 12 p.m 

  

 



 

Looking to shed a few pounds after the holidays? 
Join �������� � � � ���� � ��� � ��	
�� � �	��
��� �

…a friendly local weight-loss support group 
 

O’Connor Municipal Building every Wednesday evening 
Weigh-in 6:15 to 6:55 pm, meeting 7 to 8 pm  

 
$30 annual membership, spouses & children $15 

13 Chapters in the Thunder Bay area 
 

More info? call Rose Marie 577-5924 or Angela 475-8968 
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� ”, our current 
fundraising project, is intended to raise 
funds to replace our existing (and old) 
metal roof.  The Board is actively 
searching for grant money to help, but 
has committed to raising $4,000 towards 
the cost of the roof.   

 
The Centre is unique, in 

that it primarily 
operates on funds 
raised within the 
community and without 
any government 

assistance.   
 
Although we charge a minimal rental fee 
for use of the building, we do not reap 
the benefits of the total profits for all 
activities in the centre.  We periodically 
receive donations from some of the 
groups or activities using the centre but 
this not consistent from year to year.  
Some groups/activities donate all of their 
proceeds, which last year, totalled 
enough to buy a much-needed fridge in 
the kitchen.  
 
In order to continue to provide a place 
for social and cultural activities for 
Gillies, YOUR support is crucial.   
 
Please ask yourself what contribution 
you can make to the keep the Community 
Centre a viable entity. 
 
Thank you for your past and continued 
support. 
 
www.gilliescommunitycentre.com 
 
Many thanks to the ladies who organized 
the recent Clothing Exchange at the hall!  
Hopefully this will be an annual event. 

 
 

April 4:  The Gillies Air Band, 
is now in its 6th year.  We have kids from 
age 4 right through to 16 imitating their 
favourite artist(s) or band with a song, 
dance or video production.   It will be a 
great evening.  This is an opportunity for 
rural kids to increase their self-
confidence, build team work skills and 
have a little “city” fun. 

  
Proceeds to the Gillies Community 
Centre.  For more information visit the 
website at www.gilliesairband.com or 
call Deborah at 935-2685 or Mel  at  
473 0992 

 

May10th 10 a.m. - Noon  
Mother’s Day Breakfast A 
delicious breakfast of eggs or pancakes 
with sausage or bacon, toast, juice, 
tea/coffee. This is our version of  

“A 10-Mile Diet”  (or as close as 

we can get), featuring local producers 
including Tarrymore Farm (eggs), Both 
Hands Bread, Paradis Apiaries, Brule 
Creek Farm (flour) and Mile Hill Farm.  
Breakfast is available for $7.50/plate for 
adults and $5/plate for children (ages 7-
12).   
 
No advance 
ticket purchase 
required.  Just 
come as your 
are (with or 
without a 
mother). 

 

Mark Your Calendar 



 

 10 

You don’t need to be a mother to enjoy a 
good breakfast and good company.  
Proceeds to the Community Centre.  
Board lead:  Jeff Berglund.   

 

March & April:   Spring 
flower sale.  Gearing up for flower 
gardening? Consider adding some new 
flowers to your plan!   

 
Bulbs/seeds are from Vesey’s, a 
reputable garden nursery, and will be 
available for spring planting.   

 
Choose from glads, lilies, phlox, lily of 
the valley, hostas, dahlias, freesias, 
summer daffodils, coneflowers and 
MORE! 

 
Order for yourself, or get together with a 
group of friends and family for an even 
larger variety of flower bulbs or seed 
collections.   
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Delivery is expected mid-May, just in 
time for planting. 
 
Proceeds to the Community Centre.  
Board lead on this project is Tina Gibson 
(623-4778). 

 

June 27:  We have applied for a 
grant and are hoping to celebrate 
Canada Day with a party, including 
fireworks, at the Community Centre.  

 

Summer 
Farmer’s  Market.   Plans are 
underway for another summer Market in 
the parking lot of the Community Centre. 

 
Please note that as the market is out-
doors, it is held weather-permitting.  

 
Support our local farms and feed your 
family responsibly grown, local foods.  
For more information call Elizabeth at 
622-4535 
 

 
 
We are always looking for volunteers for 
a variety of projects.  If you can spare a 
few hours of your time, please let us 
know. 
Specifically, we are looking for: 

·  Help with the 10-Mile Diet 
Mother’s Day breakfast. 

·  Painter for the bathrooms.   
·  Help with kitchen sales 
·  Christmas tea convener 

Our calendar of events, as well as contact 
information, flower order form, rental 
contract and information is available on 
our new website.   
 
Can we add you to our email list?  Please 
drop us a line via the website. 
 
www.gilliescommunitycentre.com 

 


